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hislaim de Marsily, Academy of Scinces, France

Ghiskain de Morsty o bran o member of the
Aradiemy of Seienges ince JOO3 He b Profes
Emevitus 2t the Pierre and Morie Cuvie Unieevety
ond ot the Eoole des Mines de Paris, and IFGR'S
memier

Sprombrrd in hysrolegy, Ghishis de Mamily bo
mainky  sledied  weter reiowee,  waler
cortarindtion by hefan  ocfivilie,  osd
pilogiosl procFisE Rl B0 @ ouridwal i
Fimers.

Many eriicles have aineody been published fo
drow poroilels between the current epidermic and
et rewginetory e pdemicy, from the Spanih fu of
the et century do e most recest epideics
[SARS, MERS, etc |

T bwtter anderstand e current csranins
crisis, | went back s the history of a slghtly
cider crisis, the plague in Marsedlle i 1720,
The plague had arrived by boat. on May 19,
1720, o0 b Grand Saim Antsine shig, comisg
from the Middie East, and carmying undies of
fabrics. The City was in principle protected
against this heaith risk by messunes 10 control
ships @ (e enirance and “iefirmanes 1o
ouaraniine any sdk people. Despie all these
ecautions. the clandestine wnloading of
goads by wion and the desire of merchants 1o
il ohE g of dal quekl lid 1o N
ouitveak of the plagee, which then spread b
widfire.  The city was endosed by the
Padiament of Al and under the suthority of
thi Reiiefil, s o sl of lil Marsdilis.

The parpas of the CONEINMEM Wil manly
designed ta prevent the dassw 1o spread

Ao takes o3 beck in time, with o bsterical
e e 8 aeethes eEdemve. the plagur and
i porticuior the plague of Mavselles, whish
eviginated e ractly 300 yeers ago.

outside the 0%y and comaminating the region.
Hall of tha city's populstion il de, sbout
50000 .

The plagee began to recede from Ocbober
1720, but it il et the Gty of Marseiin aed
cannd between D000 3nd 120,000 deaths n
the region, induding Mareile, oul of &
populateon of bt 400,000 people.

Than in the last great plague spidemicin france.
It is known that the bactsium ressensible lor
tha dimann, Yersinia Pesth, which & Serefore
nol 3 winE, was onky dicoversd i 1854 by
Almxandre Ferwn, 3 franc o Swiss bactericlogst
werking lor e Pasteur Institute, dusieg 3
plague spidemic in Heng Kosg: Yersin sho
developed 3 vacoee against the disease

..
dewwioped i the 20t century, But by 1720
theene was no known effeciive reatment. The
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