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Conild you imtraduce yoursell in a few waonds?

| am a Doctor in virology graduated
from Paris Xt University in 1553 My
professional career bod me to stody
wiruses at the Pasteur Institute of French
Guyana, ot Oio Stave Unhoersity in the
United Saates and at  Francesiile
ternational  Center  for  Medical
Research in Gaben. | then headed for 5
years the Pasteur institute in Bangui in
the Central African Republic. Since
September 1, 2014, | have been the
divector of the Pastesr institute in
French Gasyana

First af &ll, haw ané you Mirdad?

| am fine despite the serious concerns about the current health stuation. The Pasbeur
Istitute is very mobilized by this autbreak and our institute is currently the only one capable
of eandieting scresming in Franch Guyana, | am in constant contact with the services of the
Regional Health Agency [ARS), and the services of the Prefecture. For the rest. my dosed
s are doing well, and thay calmby live this unprecedemtad dtu ation of confinemant like
o a good part of hum anity.

‘Whhat is the current situation in French Guyana?

s | speak boyou (March 29th, 20000, there were noreported casualties and no serious cases
hospiteized in intensive core, Apan from amported cases, we have Bitle secondiry
transmission and no nathee owthreak. Containment measanes were taken very earky on
March 17%h at the same time as mainland France, and a curfew is in effect fom 9 pom. ta 5
am. These measures should, | hope, contain the developm ent of the crisls in French Guiana.
‘We are keeping a very close eye on the risks of spread of ihe virus. Fears can also come from
neighbaring coun tries because the situstion in Bras is worrying. Bordering Guysns snd with
Trequent eschanges (SLonomic va Saint-Georges on the Ovapock river, but alsa theough
uncontrolled migrations), Braol alneady has several thousand confirmed cases and mone
than one hundoed deaths, 117 as of 39 March,



